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The Book for All Peoples
Few books will bear either
to be translated or transplanted. No Mohammedan ever
translated the Koran.
No
Chinaman ever translated the
sacred writings which he reveres. No Buddhist has ever
translated that delightful little
"Cyclopedia of Tibetan Buddhism" which stands on the
shelves of the British Museum,
comprised in 225 volumes,
each two feet long and six
inches thick—a beautiful pocket Bible that for universal use! There is just one Book that bears translation into all languages, transmission through all ages, and transplantation to all lands, and that is
the Bible.
Says a widely traveled and thoughtful writer: "A Zulu Kaffir once said to me, 'White men are
.especially favored. They have railways, telegraphs, breech-loading rifles, fine clothes, wisdom and
wealth; but they lack one advantage which we enjoy; namely, the Gospels in Zulu language.' I replied, 'Our translation is splendid; it is next to the Greek.' The Zulu shook his head and said, 'It cannot equal ours.' I thought no more of it until a Malay said to me, 'The Malay language is the most
eloquent in the world; look at our translation of the Scriptures.' This set me to thinking. Now,
Chinese is one of the most horrible languages conceivable. I cannot speak it; but I am quoting the
opinion of experts. A Chinese Christian deplored to my face the privation which Europeans endured
in not having access to the Chinese version of the Scriptures. This gave me further light. I am now
convinced that Scripture is unique, in that it will bear translation into any language without losing one
item of its force. The finest passages in Shakespeare, if translated into German or French; the finest
passages of Goethe, if translated into French and English; the finest passages of Horace, if translated
into English, French, or German—all lose their rhythm and three-fourths of their power; but the
Bible translated into every language under heaven retains its force and beauty, for it speaks not to
the ear alone, but to the soul."
A poor Welsh woman insisted that Jesus Christ was a Welshman. They said, "Oh, no; Jesus
Christ was a Jew." "But He speaks to me in Welsh," was her reply. So this one Book of all the
ages and tribes and languages speaks to men of every nation, and tells them in their own tongues
wherein they were born, of "the wonderful works of God."—Hastings.
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The Truth That Makes
Men Free
By the Rev. Francis C. Stifler, D.D.
Editorial Secretary, American Bible Society
(Issued by the American Bible Society,
Bible House, Park Avenue and 57th Street,
New York City.
The Methodist Church in McLouth, Kansas, has a new building. No bell has been
installed yet, so at three o'clock in the
morning of Sunday, December 10th, the
Baptist bell in the south end of town and the
Brethren bell on the north side and the big
school bell on the west side will begin to
ring. The town marshall will join in with
the big noisy fire bell in the center of town.
And why all this at three in the morning?
Because the Methodist Church has invited
the little town of McLouth and the surrounding countryside to celebrate Universal
Bible Sunday with it as its members, led
by their pastor, Robert B. Alexander, conduct an eighteen hour service in which the
whole New Testament will be read before
the adjournment in the evening. Seventytwo readers will be supported by a program
rich in music and pageantry. Preparations
are being made for a congregation of more
than a thousand although the little city of
McLouth has less than 700 inhabitants.
On the same day the costly chimes of
the great churches on Fifth Avenue in New
York will summon the passer-by to hear
sermons on the Bible and all across the land
in the city and the country, pastors will be
laying particular emphasis on the fact that
our nation was virtually born of a passion
to create a civilization whose laws and
practices should reflect the teachings of
God's Word. The theme for Universal Bible
Sunday this year is "The Truth That Makes
Men Free". The Bible Society has sent
to 118,000 pastors throughout the land a
brochure on this theme by President John
A. Mackay of Princeton Theological Seminary. In hundreds of churches there will be
exhibits of Bibles, stereopticon lectures furnished by the Bible Society and other forms
of observance of this significant occasion.
The air-waves will vibrate with testimony
to the Bible's contribution to our cherished
American freedom. The Red network of
the National Broadcasting Company will
carry the voice of Bishop James E. Freeman of the Washington Cathedral at 3:45
Eastern standard time. A great Christian
statesman, Senator James J. Davis of Pennsylvania wil be heard over 118 stations of
the Columbia Broadcasting System at 1:45
Eastern Standard Time.
Nor is _ this all. Literally hundreds of
local stations scattered throughout most of
the states of the Union will celebrate with
announcements, addresses made by local
citizens, or electrically transcribed dramatic
programs furnished by the Bible Society.
Many of the Governors of the States and
the President of the United States have
issued proclamations and endorsements of
the observance. Governor O'Daniel of
Texas has proclaimed the date as "Texas
Bible Day."
But the most important part of the observance will be the facing by the congregations of tens of thousands of churches
of the country's need of more knowledge
and practice of the precepts taught in God's
great Book of Truth. Our own nation,
born of devotion to the Bible, is forgetting
its great heritage. In much of Europe the
Bible is either banned or supplanted by
some other books. In the vast areas of the
Eastern world the Bible is scarcely known.

E V A N G E L I C A L

V I S I T O R

December 4, 1939

Begins at 11:40," which may be true as
to the worldling but the Christian prefers
prayer meeting to begin at 7:40. Without
difficulty the unsaved can find many diversions with no concern as to the great
beyond.
There is a movement on foot to have a
secular engagement each night of the week
the population so as to interfere with
President Roosevelt Endorses for
the work of the church and the propagation
of the things which lead to salvation.
Bible Sunday
900 B. C , Lycurgis claimed that people
(Issued by the American Bible Society, who live chiefly for fun were not much
Bible House, Park Avenue and 57th Street, good for the nation and we can be glad if
we are not of this class but rather the salt
New York City.
of the nation.
Washington, D. C : President Franklin
Someone has recently said what we need
D. Roosevelt endorses the observance of is four eights—eight hours work, eight
Universal Bible Sunday on Sunday, Decem- hours amusement, eight hours rest and eight
ber 10,
dollars a day. During the last year the
"It is not without significance that the Lord has placed me in a hard place as
American Bible Society," says the Presi- the nominal Christian says, for here in
dent, "has chosen for its theme in the Jersey City section, in the Gospel Herald
observance of Universal Bible Sunday this tabernacle, a week's activity consists of
year the text from St. John's Gospel which eight services of about one and one-half
proclaims truth as the medium through hours week. Two of them require saving
which men are made free.
grace—the open air services—and many
"Never before in nineteen hundred years saints find it hard to stand in such a diffidid men more need the emancipation from cult place.
error promised in the simple declaration 'Ye
Jeremiah ate the word but today too
shall know the truth and the truth shall
many Christians are taken up with the
make you free.'
"Those of us who believe in the demo- world. It is just impossible to do your
cratic way of life therefore take heart and secular job well and succeed unless you
courage from the fact that the Bible, after know your textbook, and just so the Chriscenturies of circulation still holds its tian can not keep enthused and pepped up
place as the world's best seller. I believe by daily use of the Word.
The "Ad" reads "Fifteen Minutes a day
that all of the differences that rend the
world today would find speedy solution if gives you a liberal education," but all our
men and nations would but return in all places of worship should have a sign in a
humility to the plain teaching of the Ser- prominent place, "Fifteen Minutes a day
mon on the Mount. There indeed are the with the Bible will keep you from backsliding." Let us all try and keep bouyed
truths that set men free.
"Let us hope that the American Bible up with the glorious hope of the early
Society will continue its good work in dis- church, for verily I believe His coming is
seminating the Sacred Scriptures and pray very near.—Gospel Banner.
in the jfufl lness of timte that all the wonjd will
accept the unchanging truths which the
Book of Books proclaims."
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Bible Sunday offers thousands of worshipping congregations the opportunity, through
gifts to the American Bible Society, to carry out more extensively its time honored
pledge to Christian people everywhere to
"encourage the wider circulation of the
Holy Scriptures."

No Durban Convention in 1940

The World's Sunday School Association
meeting at Oslo in 1936 selected South
Africa as the place for the 1940 Convention
and assigned to the North American Administrative Committee the responsibility
for making all arrangements. Soon after
the war broke out in Europe, the officers of
the National Convention Council in South
Africa, of the South African Sunday School
Association and of the British Administrative Committee were asked for their judgment regarding the advisability of going
ahead with the Convention as planned. In
light of responses received and after
thoughtful consideration, the North American Administrative Committee very regretfully decided at its recent semi-annual
meeting that world conditions make it impossible to hold the convention in 1940. The
decision as to when the next Convention
will be held is the responsibility of the
World Council of the Association, and so
the North American Administrative Committee did not express any judgment on
that point.—World Sunday School News.

Pep and Hope

We desire to call your attention to the
ruling of our last General Conference which
closes the Publishing House fiscal year as of
December 31, 1939. This, of course, means
that we will have only a nine months report
for this year. Since there are a great many
Evangelical Visitor subscriptions which expire December 31, we would esteeml it a
very, very great favor if all of Our subscribers, whose paper expires on or before
the above date, would send us their renewal
between now and December 25. We urge
all solicitors to make an effort to forward
renewals, as much as possible, before the
close of this year. We are sure you will
understand our position and will be glad to
co-operate.
BENEFICIARY BOARD NOTICE
To the Canadian Members of the Brethren
in Christ Church. In order to facilitate payments in Canada, and to retain the full use
of Canadian funds through loss in the exchange rate; Bro. Charles Wright, Ridgeway, Ontario, Canada, is appointed Canadian
Treasurer. All offerings taken in Canada
for this work should be sent direct to him.
Siened,
THE BENEFICIARY BOARD

R. A. Weiss
Psalm 119:105: "Thy word is a lamp unto
my feet and a light unto my path."
Here in New York the sign reads "Life

Our opportunity is often when we see
what the other fellow has failed to grasp.
Luke 10:31, 32,

Jtlft
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T h e T r u t h T h a t Makes
Men Free
John Alexander

Mackag

In commemoration of Universal Bible
Sunday on December 10, we are using our
editorial space for an article by John Alexander MacKay, submitted to us by the
American Bible Society. We believe our
readers will enjoy this splendid article on
"The Truth that Makes Men Free" by Dr.
MacKay, President, Princeton Theological
Seminary.
| N E of the many things in modern
life which we had accustomed ourselves to take for granted and to. regard
as an imperishable part of our heritage
from the past, was liberty. Until quite
recently, no one believed that the great
liberties, fruits of long centuries of struggle
—liberty of thought and of speech, liberty
to dispose of one's goods and one's person,
liberty of public assembly and religious
worship—would ever be challenged again.
How rudely we have been aroused from
our romantic slumber! Not only have
those liberties been challenged in places
where they had been taken for granted;
they have been destroyed in places where
they had been regarded as sacred and inviolable.
The chief symbol of the eclipse of liberty in our time is the coming of the new
state. Freedom's death knell has been
sounded over wide areas of the world by
the founders of the great totalitarian systems. "Liberty is precious,'' said Lenin,
"so precious that we must ration it." "Liberty is dead," said Mussolini, "and its
corpse is already putrescent." The rationing and death of freedom in many lands
is the most disturbing feature in the human
situation today.
The unexpected eclipse of freedom insome parts of the world, and the probability that its torch will grow increasingly dim
in others, forces Christians everywhere to
rethink what freedom means, and how the
freedom they enjoy has been achieved.
The new situation has developed so suddenly, that we have all been taken unawares. N o t long ago a group of Christian philosophers and jurists were called
together to give their counsel upon problems arising from the loss of religious
liberty by missionaries and national Christians in certain countries. In the course
of discussion, the observation was made
that no fundamental treatise had been written on the subject of religious toleration
since the days of John Locke in the seventeenth century. T h e need had not arisen
for such a treatise. But now the problem
of freedom has become the most crucial in
the life of the world and the most worthy
of earnest thought.
In this paper we shall limit ourselves to
one phase of the subject—the relation of
the Bible to human freedom. W e shall
consider: first, the part being played by the
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Safe A r r i v a l of M i s s i o n a r i e s
A cablegram to H. R. Alderfer, Upland, California, brings the information that Allen and Leoda Buckwalter
arrived safely at Saharsa, India, November 23. This cablegram was
received and announced in a Thanksgiving Day service during the Bible
Conference and Revival Meetings being held at the Upland Church.
U n i v e r s a l Bible S u n d a y
December 10, 1939
offers
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY
A joint resolution presented recently in the Senate is now before the
Committee on Education and Labor.
It reads as follows:
Whereas in 1782 the United
States in Congress assembled
approved the printing of the
Holy Bible, and recommended it
to the inhabitants of the United
States; and
Whereas it is apparent that a
revitalization of the moral and
spiritual life of this nation and of
the world is greatly to be desired ; Therefore be it
Resolved by the Senate and
House of Representatives of the
United States of America in
Congress assembled, That this
Congress reaffirm the original
resolution adopted in 1782 and
once more commend to the peo^
pie of the United States the principles and precepts contained in
the Holy Scriptures as America's
greatest textbook on right living.
It will be a splendid idea for pastor's to ask their members, in observance of Universal Bible Sunday, December 10th, to address a card to the
Senate Chamber, either to Senator
Charles O. Andrews of Florida, the
proposer, or to Senator Elbert D.
Thomas, chairman of the Committee
on Education and Labor, requesting
the early passage of the above
resolution.

Bible 'where freedom is being eclipsed;
secondly, the contribution made by the
Bible in securing the principal liberties
which we enjoy; thirdly, the particular
quality of freedom with which the Bible is
supremely concerned.

I
.One of the striking and significant things
in the present-day crisis of liberty is that
the last stand for freedom in many a land
is being inspired by the Bible. W h e n we
survey the world of today, we discover
that groups which, despite persecution and
the loss of all outward liberty, are offering
the most resolute resistance t o the new
despotism, are groups which have found
their inspirations in the Christian Scriptures. The book whose pages relate the
most significant crisis in human history;
whose influence has revolutionized the life
of individuals and of society, never comes
to its own so much as in times of crisis
and revolution.
Take, for example, the situation in Germany. W h e n Dr. Albert Einstien came to
America some years ago, an exile from his
native country, he made a very significant statement. H e said that, when N ational Socialism came into power in Germany and began to challenge the traditional liberties of the country, he felt certain
that the standard of revolt would be unfurled within the German universities and
learned societies. W h a t was his surprise
to discover that the challenge to freedom
was met with resolution only within the
Christian Church—a community which he
had until that time despised! But, who
were the men within the German Church
who proved to -be most unflinching in their
opposition to the new pagan order? They
were invariably churchmen who took the
Bible seriously. Listen to voices from a
German prison—to the words of comrades
of that noble Bible Christian, Martin Niemoeller. Says one imprisoned pastor: "lit
is most wonderful to read the Bible at
such a time. H ow alive it suddenly becomes and how real! It really gives you
jhe impression of ifiaving been written
specially for prisoners and for prison." 1
And another, referring to the famous Barmen declaration of the Confessional
Church, says, "If anyone can prove that
one sentence of our declaration is not
in accord with the Holy Scriptures and
the W o r d of God, I am absolutely ready
to sign a statement that I will keep silence
as regards that statement." 2 Men like that
are invincible.
II
The book which today inspires men who
stand in the last redoubt of freedom, has
been itself the great pioneer oif human liberty. Let us look at the progress of
freedom in the outward lot of mankind
through the influence of the Bible and
of Biblical religion.
The Bible has made a supreme contribution to popular education. More than
any book or force in history, it has been
1 "I Was in Prison." The suppressed letters
of Geman pastors, by Charles S. MacFarlane,
p. 40.
2 Id., p. 42.

(Continued on page 389)
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CIVILIZED? GUESS AGAIN
PRACTICAL TALK—NO. T E N

Henry

G.

Brubaker

A N Y have been gnawing around this of up to one hundred and ten mile per
question for a long time.
They hour, and many airplanes have a cruising
have been trying to convince themselves speed of over t w o hundred and fifty miles
that the world is being civilized. By which per hour. But can we call this civilization
is meant that the world is advancing in when during the last twenty years, the
social culture and moving away from sava- automobile caused approximately one-half
gery; the world is being educated and million deaths in the United States alone.
Another illustration of speed: in 1832
refined to act more like human beings, and
the following startling news was carried
behave less like brutes.
Posh "Eight days
But then, again and again, comes jolt bfy the Washington
after jolt through such atrocities as Musso- and nights after the polls closed in Ohio
lini's war mongering in Abyssinia and Al- the result of the election was known in
bania; Japan's undeclared war outrage in Washington, an instance of rapid communiChina; Hitler's dis-solution of the Czecho- cation from the W e s t unparalleled in the hisslavak republic, and the destruction of Po- tory of our country." This striking feat, no
land by his famous "blitzkrieg" (light- doubt, thrilled our foreparents with real
ning w a r ) ; and the mobilization of the satisfaction. Shakespeare, in Midsummei
ghastly horde of four million men along Night's Dream has Puck say: "Give me
the Rhine behind the Maginot and Seig- forty minutes and I will girdle the globe."
freid lines ready to wage the greatest In those days, fairyland alone could imahuman slaughter and wholesale destruction gine such speed. N o w since the radio
of mankind in all history. This type of hook-up round the world was arranged in
national behavior is to be pawned off as 1930, a man can speak into a microphone,
civilized. But we must urge: Guess again. and after his voice travels twenty-five
thousand miles around the earth, he hears
In order t o make these national and his own voice speaking back at him from
world upheavals legitimate, many high the loud speaker just 1-8 of a second later.
sounding phrases are coined, and suppos- According to our own time here in Caliedly noble objectives are defined. In the fornia, we hear the diplomatic speeches of
world war of 1914-^,18, we coined the Europe seven hours before they are spokslogans and objectives "fight to make the en. But all of this speed in communication
world safe for democracy," and "a war is not civilization.
to end war." Mussolini, during the time
of his military rampage in Abyssinia, exT o be sure, we have made marvelous
cused his acts by saying "we must give progress in manufacturing super power
those black barbarians civilization!" Japan machinery, synthetic silk fabrics, rubber
urges "we must guard our interests in tires, and false teeth, but we have made
China." Hitler waged "a fight to Tectify little or no progress in the art and science
the wrong and injustice of the Versailles of living together. W e are so much intertreaty." England and France are now say- ested in improving the processes of making
ing: "Fight to a finish and destroy Hitler- gadgets and producing things, we forget to
ism." Of course, these slogans are mere improve the living conditions of the slums;
subterfuges. The leaders know very well to solve the unemployment problems, to
that these are empty words used to dignify clean up the underworld; and to rid the
international dogfights. T h e y know that country of crime.
a successful war cannot be run on truth.
Jesus would ask our civilization with its
Far be it from us t o call this propagating
emphasis upon things: " W h a t doth it proof lies: acts of civilization.
fit a man if he gain the whole world and
Civilized! H o w proudly we strut about lose his own soul." Matt. 8:36. Jesus
when we use this word to describe our- knew that in every age, if mankind could
selves. W e feel that evidences of civiliza- but see and accept the implications of this
tion are all about us. A few years ago, eternal truth, spiritual order would rise out
Chicago tried to dramatize our civilization of material and social chaos. In these
by exhibiting a "Century of Progress." words, Jesus would remind us that our
Advance of science and invention in every bigoted civilization has too Often forgotten
phase of life, during the last hundred years, quality of life in its interest in quantity of
production.
Jesus' test of progress is inner
was to them—progress in civilization.
Speed is often mistaken for civilization. peace. He always asks: is it making huOne hundred years ago, the highest speed man life happier: it is making character
in transportation was the relay pace of better; is it lifting the soul to spiritual
horses. Even the railroad in those days achievement?"
Science does not seek to answer these
had no more speed than the stage coach.
N o w the "horse-less carriages" are built questions. It is true that science has helpto travel across the continent at the rate ed us to live longer and to be healthier
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physically, but it has not taught us to live
honestly, uprightly, and abundantly. Character and happiness will never be produced
in a test tube. It takes spiritual forces
to weave the moral fibre of men and
women. Civilization is an empty mockery
until it is aligned with the kingdom of God,
where the individual human soul is the chief
concern; where the spiritual end is of
major interest; and where human happiness
and righteous character are more important than material things and speed and
power. T o the Christian, this is civilization.

Growing Older Gracefully
B. M.

Books

S one moves among men he cannot but
realize that he is growing older, milestone after milestone is passed. One generation comes and ere he is aware another
is here and lo and behold a third is well
started. W e cannot block the ceaseless
wheel of time, nor escape the weight the
years pile on us. But to grow older gracefully as saints of God is our privilege and
I am sure God's design. This I believe
all will admit.
But when I meet people who because
their years are multiplying, and they are
forced to shift their occupation upon other
shoulders, cringe, pine, and bemoan their
lot, turn away in bitterness to the path
of disappointment and defeat. For such I
offer my sincere sympathy. But those individuals I know too, have never really
learned the art of living or perhaps have
lost their way in the mist and fog of this
world's perplexities and troubles. This
is not the saint of God.
There are people who because they are
40, 50, or 60 think they ought to feel their
years, if they do, then they soon look it,
and now they surely act it out. W h y
should one hesitate to accept the issues
of his years when he has the power of
voluntary choice? W h y should one not
find as much choice in gleaning the luscious fruits of autumn as he was delighted
with the fragrant blossoms of spring? W h y
should one become cynical with the passing of youth when all the wealth of his
past experiences, acquaintances, and triumphs may be personally enjoyed and
still better be shared with others? And
again why should one war for the perennial harbingers of youth when every hour
and day is loaded with riches and sparkling with life and beauty, yea golden every
morning?
It is not time nor growing years that
challenge us to combat, but it is rather a
revelation of our listless indulgence of selfish and pampered appetites, the realization
Of hard and fixed habits that have now enslaved us since our youth has passed on.
It is the shroud of set character of unwill-
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ing maturity that hangs the crape over our
lives. A reckless youth leads to an inevitable sour dotage.
Is it because many of our cherished
youthful aspirations have never materialized that we conclude that life is an enemy
and we the helpless victims of fate? Shame
for such unbalanced reasoning. But granted that with many of our ideals we have
failed to make the contact, then let the
dead bury the dead, accept the present
hour and convert these sad and dismal
memories to vigilant servants and let them
stimulate us to the proper use of every day
and hour.
One does grow older the signs of the
body are clearly evident. But let us remember the lines on the face cutting ever
deeper furrows, the silvery traces on the
brow, or the thinning hair do not call for
one to act old-fashioned. On the contrary
these external signs may be sweet emblems
of wide reaches of resourcefulness and
wisdom.
Having said this much allow me to go on
and suggest a few rules which if followed
one need never feel the pinch of growing
years, instead he may be conscious of wider possessions and broader domains of
liberty with every added day.
Here then are my suggestions:
I. Live physically well. In spite of
our vast knowledge of God through the
Bible we meet a surprisingly large number
of people who are pure fatalists notwithstanding their Christian profession. W i th
the extensive accumulation of the facts of
the physical sciences we find a great many
people still ignorant of the simplest facts
of health. .A person may be well in body
just as well as be ill and suffering, all things
being equal. There is a large host of
people suffering constantly who might as
well be in rosy health. This needs no
argument. The proper habits of exercise,
diet, rest, etc., bring very salutary results.
The correct method of relaxation of body
and mind is vital and indispensable to physical wholeness. This body of truth may
be gained by a little study and inquiry.

many who love to revel in the past, to
repeat their experience for no apparent
reasons but for themselves. These are repeated over and over times without number. The past to them is the golden era,
the present is wrong, evil, foolish, etc. One
never grows older gracefully along this
road. He only develops a suspicious mind
to all activities of the present and future.
Let the watchword ever be forward, onward to the conquest df new worlds and
lands.
IV. A growing personality. W h e n our
pedagogues and psychologists write learnedly of the human personality, they analyze
men as they find them. Their explorations
are always historical. They write of
things as they are and their function and
process of activity, and not as they become
and as they are divinely ordained. Under
this new scheme of things the—Gospel
Age—man is to be a growing personality.
Righteousness and holiness stimulate the
spiritual center of personality with a ceaseless expansion of its powers. A growing
personality is a God directed personality
and is capable of the acquisition of new
habits of
body, mind, and
spirit.
Wherever we find a growing personality
there we find a soul graced in the charm
and splendor of divinity.

II. Mentally alert. T h e jovial, cheerful and pleasant person is of sunny and
hopeful mind. W h y are some people old
at 20, others young at 60? W h y ? The
mental habits of good will, magnanimity
towards others and ruing out all thoughts
of self-pity, sensitiveness, envy, hate, complaints, etc. are a tremendous asset toward
gracefulness. Prayer and meditation bring
this condition as a by product, although
sought for directly is beneficial. T o reflect
contentment, joy, and happiness may be a
gift of God but it is more often the gratuitous benefaction of prayerful attention and
study in spiritual living.
III. Past Living. Our past or present
experiences of error or success should be
at our command to teach us the right attitude and reaction to new problems. This
is pedagogically sound. But then there are
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V . Grow with the times. T o serve
our day and generation means more than
to become adjusted to our day the first
20 or thirty years then taper off to a living
death for 20 or 30 years more until our
discharge comes at 60 or 70. T o serve
well our day I hold that David took an
active part to adjust himself to his times
and helped to adjust new circumstances to
meet the demands of his reign. W h y may
one not be busy at some useful tasks to the
very last hour. It seems every hour God
gives us is for a purpose. But have we
found that purpose? T o set yourself tasks
t o be done, impose on yourselves obligations to attend to holds the secret of contentment and gracefulness. T o such time
does not become tedious and heavy. Instead of opening the gates of gossip and
mischief there is a lively interest in the
affairs of the day. The advice and counsel
of such men is sought to their very last
days.
Gracefulness in declining years is not a
work of chance—it is the fruition of a God
inspired ideal and consummated in happy
union of a submitted will and an achieving
heavenly Father. Unless ones detention
in the late evening of life is to repeat some
unlearned discipline one may conclude that
every year of the full span of life is to
be filled with purposeful activity.
"Fools make a mock of sin; but among
the righteous there is favor." Prov. 14:9.
"God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are able."
—I Cor. 10:13.
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The Truth That Makes
Men Free
(Continued from page 387)
the great liberator of the human mind. It
has burst open the prison doors of superstition. Its translation into each new language has been a classic event in the educational advance of the people speaking
that language. T h e reign Of illiteracy begins to come to an end in the life of a
people from the time the Bible' comes
among them, and they are free to listen to
its message.
Educationally speaking, no country owes
more to the influence of the Bible than the
United States. For a hunderd years the
" N e w England Primer," which was essentially a Bible primer, designed by early colonists to teach children to read and to know
the Bible, was the schoolbook of the overwhelming mass of Americans in colonial
days. Known as the "Little Bible of New
England," it was popular in all the colonies
until after the Revolution. It is estimated
that, in the course df a hundred and fifty
years, three million copies of this epochmaking little textbook were sold and used. 3
Later, when the movement began to people
the great spaces to the west, the little
schoolhouse was ever the companion of
the little church on the advancing frontiers
of civilization.
As with elementary, so with higher education. The foundation of Christian colleges by the different denominations, and
their rapid growth and influence and numbers from the Atlantic to the Pacific, is
perhaps the greatest educational epic of
all time. These colleges, from the founding
of Harvard onwards, were primarily designed to give a thorough grounding in
the classics and in general secular learning
to the men who looked forward to be
preachers of the W o r d . They became the
precursors and patterns of the great state
universities of a later day.
H o w different has been the course of
popular education in areas where the Bible
has been traditionally banned! The official church in Spain and Latin America
refused to give the Bible to the people.
Christianity in these countries gave birth
to no great popular movement in education.
So far as religion was concerned, the
masses were left in ignorance and superstition through the lack of schools. Mexico before the revolution was a typical
case. T o this day the percentage of illiterates in the lands that make up the Hispanic
group of nations is appalling. And yet,
how many cases are known of men and
women in those lands, beyond the age of
three score and ten, who, on becoming
gripped by Bible truth, learned to read and
3 vid—The Bible in America (P. Marion
Simms), Wilson Brickson, Inc., pp. 42-44.

(Continued on page 393)
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Special Announcements,
Evangelistic Slate, Etc.
Evangelistic Slate
E. S. SWALM Duntroon, Ont., Can.
Bethel, Kans., Nov. 27-Dec. 11
Belle Springs, Kans., Dec. 12-24
MARSHALL WINGER, St. Anns, Ont., B . 2
Springfield Ohio, Nov. 19-Dec. 10
Crossroads, Mt. Joy, Pa., Jan. 7-21
Union Grove New Paris, Ind., Feb. 18-Mar. 3
Des Moines, Iowa, March 5-24
B. I . WITTER, Navarre, Kans.
Sandusky, Mich., Dec. 31-Jan. 14
Locke, Nappanee, Ind., Jan. 15-Feb. 4
CHARLES BVERS, Chambersburg, Fa., B . 2
Wainfleet, Wellandport, Ont., Dec. 31-Jan. 28
Boyle, St. Anns, Ont., Feb. 4-18
E n c o u r a g i n g n o t e s w e r e received from
Bro. E . J . Swalm concerning m e e t i n g s in
Abilene, K a n s . , w h e r e ,the Lord ,has g r a ciously blessed in a revival effort; also from
Bro. M a r s h a l l W i n g e r, telling u s of t h e
close of a meetin g h e l d a t Massillon, Ohio,
Backsliders w e r e reclaimed a n d i n alL t h e r e
were t w e n t y - e i g h t s e e k e r s a t t h e a l t a r of
prayer.
R E CATALOG
O u r A n n u a l C a t a l o g h a s been placed in
t h e mails a n d you should h a v e your copy
before this p a p e r r e a c h e s you. In case it is
not received a n d you desire a copy, will you
kindly send u s a postcar d request. O n e will
be mailed to you immediately. W e a r e p r e p a r e d to fill all o r d e r s t h e s a m e day r e ceived a n d will a p p r e c i a t e a n y a n d all
orders you m a y see fit to send u s .
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO MEMBERS
LIVING IN CANADA
D u e to t h e p r e s e n t low value of t h e E n g lish pound, t h e r a t e of e x c h a n g e between
C a n a d a a n d Unite d S t a t e s is so h i g h t h a t it
g r e a t l y hinders sending money t o our office for Visitor r e n e w a l s a n d o t h e r i t e m s ,
such a s Sunday school supplies, or i t e m s
p u r c h a s e d from our catalog.
W e h a v e t h e r e f o r e m a d e a r r a n g e m e n t s to
h a v e all Canadian subscriptions, orders for
S u n d a y school supplies or o t h e r i t e m s , t o b e
sent t h r o u g h E l d . P . J . Wiebe, P e t e r s b u r g ,
Ont. B r o . Wiebe is a m e m b e r of t h e Publication Board a n d all oirders or subscription
r e n e w a l s will receive i m m e d i a t e a t t e n t i o n
w h e n sent t o him. W e especially u r g e o u r
C a n a d i a n friends to renew their subscriptions, which a r e now d u e or will be due
J a n u a r y 1st, t h r o u g h Bro. Wiebe a t t h e
earliest convenient t i m e . T h e price of t h e
Visitor r e n e w a l is $1.50, w i t h no added exc h a n g e r a t e w h e n s e n t t o P . J . Wiebe,
Petersburg, Ont.
NOTICE REGARDING CATALOG
MAILING
Due to t h e h i g h e x c h a n g e r a t e , as indic a t e d in t h e above notice, a n d t h e h i g h cost
of p u r c h a s i n g r e v e n u e s t a m p s for m a i l i n g
our c a t a l o g into Canada, we a r e withholding
a g e n e r a l m a i l i n g of this c a t a l o g t o our subscription list, a s i s t h e u s u a l c u s t o m. W e
will be glad, however, to f o r w a r d a copy of
t h e c a t a l o g to a n y o n e who will send us a
r e q u e s t , either by p o s t c a r d o r l e t t e r . W e
especially u r g e all C h r i s t i a n w o r k e r s a n d
p a s t o r s t o send in r e q u e s t for c a t a l o g s soon.
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CHINO, CALIFORNIA
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us. The topics of the evening were Heavenly Treasures, Earthly Treasures, God or
We again come to you in the name of Mammon, and the Triumph of Faith. All
Jesus, the One who gives grace and vic- these topics were ably discussed and everytory again and again, causing us to go one in attendance was greatly benefitted.
forward surmounting all our problems. We One of the points emphasized was God's
greatly regret that we failed to get our Kingdom is a present possession, also a
report in early in the year after our spring future inheritance. A reading and several
revival. I was unable to attend because of special songs were given and much appresickness and my husband could go only a ciated.
few nights. Bro. Harry Buckwalter of
Souderton Love Feast
Pasadena, California was with us at that
The fall love feast was held at Soudertime, others said that he brought very ton on the 28th and 29th of October, with a
practical and heart-searching messages. number of visiting brethren present. Bish.
One sister told me she was greatly helped Jacob Ginder had charge of the service on
and blessed of God as she received new
Saturday. Those taking part were Eld. A.
light and we can see her growing in the C. Rosenberger, Eld. John Climenhaga,
things of God, going forward as a real ex- Eld. Graybill Wolgemuth, Eld. John Byers
ample.
and Eld. E.C. Rosenberger. Many truths were
A number of children wept at the altar of expressed and those in attendance were inprayer and some testified that God saved spired and encouraged to be faithful to God.
them. One young boy was baptized and
The service continued over Sunday mornunited with the church soon afterward. We ing and the truths brought through the
thank God for this young life, our only reading of the Scripture and ministry of
hope he will stand true to God and be the Word were helpful. A blessed time of
a soul winner.
fellowship and blessing was enjoyed by all
We have been delighted to have Sr. Anna in attendance.—George Benner, Cor.
Eyster (home from Africa) in our services
a number of times. She spoke in the Chino
HAMLIN, KANSAS
park and in the church. We were also
blessed with the message Bro. Monroe Book
Sister Naomi Lady gave a missionary adbrought us in prayer-meeting in August on dress at the Church of the Brethren in Morthe thought of Super-service, which is our rill, on February 19, after having spent
privilege to hold up. Praise His name.
nearly six months here due to her mother's
Bro. and Sr. Buckwalter were with us illness and death, also a car accident in
Sunday morning, September 24th, giving which Sr. Lady received a broken arm.
us their call and singing several specials
Messiah Bible College Male Quartet rendjust before their leaving for India. We ered a program in sacred song, night of
hope they have reached their God-called July 18. They were accompanied by Pres.
field by now.
C. N. Hostteter, Jr. This rare service was
October 15, Bro. Reighard came to us enjoyed by all.
with a heart of love and a message from
Bro. and Sr. W. L. Reighard were here
God, continuing three weeks. We do thank August 2, in the interest of the San FranGod for those who were willing to step cisco Mission work. They gave us many
out and consecrate their lives the second interesting facts about the city, also related
night of the meetings. As they met con- instances of the contacts made in the work,
ditions the Lord witnessed to their sanctiOn Monday night, Aug. 7, Bro. and Sr.
fication. Praise His dear name it is real Allen Buckwalter gave their missionary
to those who go through. On the Sunday talk, which was very inspiring. As they
morning following, three little boys step- were enroute to California, Miss Ardys
ped out to the altar after Bro. Reighard Engle, who spent the summer here, accomgave a very simple but impressive talk panied them west.
to the children between Sunday school and
Rev. Jack Donavan of Frankfort, Indiana,
preaching service. Subjects such as: The former
and actor, told his life's
New Birth, Heart Purity, Day of Noe, story at pugilist
the Pleasant Hill Church, Sept. 13.
Obedience, Go Forward, The Glorious
He kept his audience in rapt attention
Church and the Celestial City were some of
the outstanding subjects. Meetings closed for nearly three hours as he told of the
with heavy conviction. We are trusting depths of sin to which he had fallen and
how through redeeming grace his life was
God for those who did not step out.
changed and as a result the last twenty
Nov. 4 we had our communion service years have been spent in evangelistic work
at which 42 communicants took part. Bro. from coast to coast, and his efforts as a
Ray Heisey, who is now in special meetings whole have been crowned with success.
in Upland, spoke on the feet washing chapDue to illness among some of our memter, Brothers Reighard, Paul Engle and bers our Spring Love Feast was postponed
David Hall helped in the service. God until a later date so it was decided to have
bless you all. Pray for our little group. it in the Fall. September 23, 24. Our
•—Cor, Mrs. Jacob Meyer. Bishop, R. I. Witter came to minister to us,
also Bro. C. Frey and Monroe Book. There
were also a number of other visitors presSOUDERTON AND SILVERDALE
ent to enjoy this season of fellowship with
Eld. Jacob H. Bowers delivered the mes- us.
Bro. Donald Heer of Clay County Kans.,
sage at Silverdale on Sunday morning, Oct.
22, and preached a message from Matt. was our evangelist in a two weeks revival
26:46. We enjoyed his ministry. May God effort which began November 5. The Holy
Spirit was faithful in accompanying the
bless him.
A young people's meeting was held at messages from night to night, bringing the
Souderton on Saturday evening, October truths home to hearts and we believe much
14. Visitors from Hankstown were with good was done through the efforts of our
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dear brother. We truly appreciated the
season of precious reviving again. We were
giad to have Sr. Heer and small son with
us during this time.—Velma Wagaman, Cor.
A TESTIMONY
Dear Readers of the Visitor:
I want to give my testimony as I have
felt impressed to give it before. But since
Thanksgiving is here I feel so much more
thankful for the things of God. The Apostle Paul lived continually in a spirit of
Thanksgiving. I want to praise the Lord
for what He means to me, and what the
church as a whole means to me. I do praise
God for His saving and sanctifying power
in my life today. It will soon be four years
since I became a member of the Brethren
in Christ Church. Previous to this I belonged to a fashionable church. These
four years have been the happiest of my
life. Not that there have not been tests
and trials, neither has the way been always
smooth. I have met with opposition, but
the secret was: "The Lord was with me,"
and by His help I am an overcomer.
In Colossians 1:2 Paul addresses, "The
brethren in Christ." I am glad that it is
not a new name. I thank God for the
church, for her ideals and high standards.
But the standard isn't too high. I do praise
the Lord for the mode of dress adopted by
the church. I love the plain way and the
plain dress. The Lord definitely led me
to the plain uniform. I was very proud
and rebelled a long time. But obedience
brought me blessed peace. It is wonderful
the love that God gave me for the plain
way, that which I once thought I could
never do. And it frieves my heart when
I see how the church is drifting away along
this line. My only desire is that Christ will
always have the supreme place in my heart
and life. Pray for my parents who are
still unsaved.—Regina Coup, Dauphlin, Pa.
SAN FRANCISCO MISSION REPORT
We greet the Visitor family through the
precious name of Jesus, the one who has
washed us from all our sins in His own
precious blood. How invigorating to remember Prov. 18:10: "The name of the Lord
is a strong tower, the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." We thank God that
we can uphold to the world a Christ who
is mighty to save and strong to deliver.
We regret that our report has been delayed. It was our privilege to attend our
annual conference. The association of the
church at large was a great blessing to
our hearts. We visited at least fifty churches
throughout the brotherhood. God will reward each one of you for your offerings
toward the mission parsonage.
As we returned to our field of labor we
have a greater desire than ever to propagate the gospel. Our burden aand passion
increase as we see the multitudes drifting
carelessly into a Christless grave. We are
often reminded of the words of Jesus, "O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the
prophets, and stonest' them that are sent
unto thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, as a hen doth gather
her brood under her wings, and ye would
not." Many are rejecting the call of God
until it will be too late.
We praise God for the conviction manifested during the services. The other night
two men knelt at the altar under the influence of liquor. It was a pathetic scene.
We sincerely believe that they are tired of
their sinful ways; but unless they definitely
seek God and are completely delivered they
will never conquer the temptations. The

392

(8)

E V A N G E L I C A L

attendance and interest has increased. During the months of August and September
there was a total attendance of two thousand.
Approximately one thousand received food
and coffee. Many times we hear these men
remark, they have not had any food that
day.
We thank God for the faithfulness of
our mission group, those who have been
transformed by His power.
On September 16, a group of Christian
people commemorated the sufferings and
death of our blessed Lord. No doubt this is
the first time some men have witnessed a
scene like this. We enjoyed the fellowship
of our dear Bishop Wagaman in this service.
On Sunday afternoon, Sept. 17, we held a
baptismal service a t the Temple Baptist
Church, where three converts were baptized,
and united with the Church. They have
been faithfully standing by the work for
the past year and are a continual inspiration in the services.
Another worker has been added to our
staff this year. We appreciate Sr. Bowers'
faithfulness in answering the call of God.
The Lord is blessing her labors.
We wish to express our gratitude to all
those who have helped to make this report
possible. The Lord will reward those who
remember His cause. He has bountifully
supplied our needs. We earnestly solicit
your prayers for the salvation of souls.
Your laborers with Him,
W. L. and Sadie Reighard,
Miss Grace Plum,
Miss Ruth Bowers.
PINANCIAL REPORT
April, May, June, July, August, September
Receipts
Balance, April 1, 1939
$ 5.26
Hall offerings
264.09
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Swartzendruber, Upland, Calif
2.00
Mr. and Mrs. John Kauffman, Pasadena,
California
2.00
Mrs. E. Gibbons, Dallas Center, l a
1.00
George De Hart. San Jose. Cal
2.00
Manor Pequa Y. P. C. E., Pa
2.00
Martha Heisey, Harrisburg, Pa
1.00
Anna Mary Royer, Pasadena, Cal
3.00
Esther Lowe, Detroit, Kans
1.00
Rent
52.75
Hoffman Engle and. wife, Upland, Cal. .. 5.00
Eldon Bert, Upland, Cal
' 5.00
Joe Bert, Upland Cal
5.00
Orpha Books, Cleona, P a
1.00
Ruth McCall, Pasadena, Cal
2.00
Cathrine Denker, Pasadena, Cal
2.50
Arthur Climenhaga and party, Upland,
California
5.00
Mrs. Singer, Upland, Cal
1.50
Raymond Eshelman, Abilene, Kans
3.00
Lewis Sider, Upland, Cal
2.00
Mrs. Olive Lady Abilene, Kansas
5.00
Mary Zook, Pasadena, Cal
1.00
Elva Brant, Pasadena, Cal
5.00
Monroe Book, Abilene, Kansas
5.00
Ruth Bowers, San Francisco, Cal
10.00
J. R- Eyster and wife, Upland, Calif
5.00
John Musser, Upland, Cal
2.00
Nellie Alvis, Pasadena, Calif
4.00
Sumner Musser, Upland, Cal
10.00
Mr. A. Rodes, New Mexico
10.00
Rev. A. C. Burkholder, Upland. Cal
2.00
A friend, San Francisco, Cal.
2.00
John Showberg, San Francisco, Cal
3.00
John Lutern, San Francisco, Cal
1.50
William Jones, San Francisco, Cal
1.00
Sam Longnecker & wife, Abilene, Kan.
2.00
Young People's League, Upland, Cal
25.00
Anna Funk, Pasadena, Cal
1.00
Marjorie Boyer, Ashland, Ohio
1.00
Mrs. Jessie Hoover, Abilene, Kans
8.00
Mrs. Anna Harmon, Upland, Cal
1.00
A friend, San Francisco Cal
165.00
A sister, San Francisco, Cal
4.00
"Willis Trautwein, Upland, Calif
1.00
Glee Club, Upland, Cal
2.00
Raymond Nissly, Upland, Cal
1.00
Walter Reighard and wife, San Francisco
California
3.00
Total Receipts
Expenditures

House
Applied on Mission Parsonage
Table account

649.60
-

$165.00
102.90
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Gas and electricity
Phone
Water
_
Misc., Paper, Paint, Brush, Garbage,
Soap, Table etc
Special for canning

18.13
18.00
9.40

Total
:
u
Hall
Rent
Water
Eectricity
Car fare
Misc.
Food
Special for Anna Eyster

368.12

_

48.67
6.02
120.00
4.98
11.64
28.63
10.58
29.50
5.00

Total
210.33
Balance, October 1st, 1939
$ 71.15
Special Offerings
Special for Glee Club
$ 7.68
DONATIONS
J. H. Wagaman, John Lutern, Mrs. J. B.
Wingert, Mrs. A. Rodes, Mrs. J. R. Eyster,
Ben Swartzendruber, and wife, Hoffman Engle
and wife, Hiram Alderfer and wife, Chester
Eckman and wife, Mrs. Everett Brown, N. T.
Franklin.
P. S. We take this opportunity to express
our thanks t o the brotherhood-at-large for
their liberal contributions to the mission parsonage and a t t h e end of the fiscal year we
shall give a report through the Visitor.
Many pledges have not been returned and
we would like to have these by Januar y 1, as
we are hoping to be able to pay nearly the fun
amount by t h a t time. Thanks.
The pictures of the mission parsonage and
workers will be forwarded immediately to
those who have signed their plegdes and returned. I have mailed hundreds of these already.
Committee:
Bish. J. H. Wagaman
Eld. A. C. Burkholder
Eld. W. D. Reighard
OPPOSUM HILL UNION CHURCH
Evangelistic services opened October 22
with Bro. Henry Ginder of Manheim, Pa. as
our evangelist. He gave us the Gospel
very clearly, not shunning to declare the
truth. Two souls made their return to God
during the services. Attendance and attention were good each night and although we
hoped for more visible fruit, we had a profitable waiting on the Lord, knowing he
doeth all things well.
Bro, Bert E. Winger, who has been our
pastor the last two years, also spent his
time with u s during the services. The
brethren visited many homes during the
days and contacted many folks. We pray
God's blessing on all who go forth in His
name.
—Cor.
REQUEST FOR PRAYER
Mountain Sanitarium
Hamilton, Ont.
November 28, 1939
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the
Visitor Family:
Greetings to you all in Jesus' precious
name for all His love to us.
For the past several months I have been
confined to my bed. I took ill in February
last and called on the brethren to anoint
and pray for me. Fo some unknown reason,
I was not granted divine healing. I fully
believe in divine healing. In my past experiences I have seen wonderful miracles
through God's grace. I thank God He saved
me several yiears ago and I love His service
and His will, and a t present have courage to
press on to the end. I also thank Him for
my dear wife and little girls who are being
cared for and are in good health.
Since I have been ill, I have been making
noticeable improvement in my health but
sometimes the enemy comes in and tries to
discourage. Dear brothers and sisters, who
know the value of prayer, I beg of you all
to please pray for me that I may be brought
back to health and my dear family.
Yours in Jesus' service,
Ira Long.
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* *> * MARRIAGES -> * »
MAIN-CRONK—On Saturday, Nov. 11, a t
3:00 p.m. William Main, son of William and Sr.
Main of Wainfleet and Sr. Margaret Cronk,
daughter of Bro. and Sr. Joe Cronk, of Cheapside were united in marriage a t the home of
the bride's parents, Eld. E. M. Sider, officiating.
STAtrrFER-GINDER—On Sunday, October
29, a t 9:00 o'clock, Bro. Maurice E. Stauffer,
Mt. Joy, Pa., son of Bro. and Sr. Harrison
Stauffer of Quarryville, Pa,, was united in
marriage to Rhoda Mae Ginder, daughter of
Benjamin S. and Sr. Stella Ginder of near Mt.
Joy, Pa. The ceremony was performed in the
bride's home by Bishop J. T. Ginder, in the
presence of the immediate families.
May t h e blessing of God attend them
through life.
HASH-BASE—Mr. Robert W. Nash, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Nash of Hitchcock, South Dakota
and Sr. Leota Base, daughter of Bro. and Sr.
Pete Base of Fort Cobb, Okla., were united in
marriage on Sunday, Nov. 12 a t 11:20 a, m., a t
the home of the bride's parents in the presence
of a host of relatives and friends. The ceremony was performed by Bishop D. R. Eyster,
assisted by Elder P. B. Friesen of Thomas,
Okla.
Mr. and Mrs. Nash plan to make their future
home in South Dakota. May God's richest
blessings accompany them through life.

*>»» OBITUARIES**. "
HAVERSTICK—Granville Haverstick. aged
eighty years, passed away Monday, November
20, a t the home of his son-in-law, Forrey B,
Frey, Washington Boro, Pa., R. 1. He was a
member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, of
Millersville. H e is survived by his wife, his
daughter, two grandchildren, one great-grandchild, one brother, and one sister.
Funeral services were held from his late
home, and the Millersville Mennonite Church,
Wednesday, the 22nd, in charge of Rev. Lebo,
pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, assisted
by Bish. C. N. Hostetter. Interment in the
adjoining cemetery.
WINGER—Sr. Rebecca, wife of Bro. Elmon
Winger of Stevensville, Ont., departed this life
on Monday, Nov. 13, 1939 in her 73rd year.
She was a daughter of the late Bro. Jacob
and Sr Rachel Pound of Sherkston, Ont., and
a step-daughter of t h e late Bish. Abram
Winger of Stevensville, Ont. She has been a
member of t h e Brethren in Christ (Tunker)
Church for many years, having been converted
when a girl.
Besides h e r bereaved husband she leaves
three sons, Clarence, Lawrence and Hervey;
two daughters, Bertha at home and Nellie,
wife of Alfred Davis, and ten grandchildren.
She also leaves one sister, Edna, wife of Wm.
Pirson and one step brother, Abram Winger,
Jr., besides other relatives and friends.
Funeral services were conducted on Thursday, Nov. 16, a t t h e home and then a t t h e
Black Creek Church by Elders. Warre n Winger
and Edward Nigh. Interment in the adjoining
cemetery.
WING-ER — Josiah Winger of Stevensville,
Ont., departed this life on Sunday, Nov. 12,
1939 in his 91st year. He was a son of the late
Bro. and Sr. Joseph Winger of Stevensville,
Ont. Earlier in life he sought the Lord and
united with the Brethren in Christ (Tunker)
Church of which he was a member for many
years, but in his latter years he worshipped
with the "Church of God" brethren. He was
united in marriage to Caroline Climenhaga who
predeceased him many years ago. To this
union were born four sons of which three
still remain, Reuben, Melvin and Enos. Later
he was united in marriage to Manira F u r r y
who still survives. He also leaves four grandchildren and one great-grandchild; one stepdaughter, Estella, wife of the late George
Bitner and one step grandson; also one brother
Levi and one sister Priscilla, wife of Harvey
Yerks survive.
Funeral services were conducted on Wednesday, November 15 a t the funeral parlors in
Stevensville by Rev. Mr. Robinson of the
Church of God and Eld. Warren Winger. Interment in the cemetery adjoining the Black
Creek Church.
REVIVAL AT MT. ROCK, PA.
Revival services will start at the Mt, Rock
Church, North Franklin Dist. on December
3. Bish. C. N. Hostetter Jr., President of
Messiah Bible College will be in charge.
Pray and come!
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The Truth That Makes
Men Free
(Continued from page 389)
in order to enjoy the book that set their
spirits free. The literacy among members
of the evangelical community in LatinAmerican countries is overwhelmingly
greater than it is in the community in general.
Equally striking is the link between the
Bible and civil liberties. It was William
Wilbenforce—a lover of the Bible, a man
who owed his soul to its liberating truth-—
who led the great crusade to emancipate
Negro slaves in the British Empire. It
was a contemporary of Wilberforce, Anthony Ashley Cooper, Lord Shaftesbury, a
man of one book from boyhood to old age,
who dhampioned the cause o'f factory
workers in industrial England, and succeeded in securing the passage of one act
after another through the British parliament to alleviate their lot.
T h e same relationship exists between
the Book and the rights and privileges of
citizens in a democratic order. Those
Christian churches that were zealous to
order the lives of their members in accordance with the principles of Holy Scripture,
became nurseries of liberty and training
places for civic and political responsibility.
Their insistence, to the point of sacrifice,
upon their rights according to the Word
of God obliged the state to which they be.
longed to coltivate tolerance and to make
provision for the coexistence of varying
viewpoints within the national family.
Church membership sohoojed men and
women in the discharge of responsible
duties. . It prepared them to claim and to
exercise the rights of citizens in the affairs
of state; it made them sensitive to community needs -which it was their responsibility to meet.
T h e extent to which the Christian
Church has been the great school of democracy, with the Bible as the principal textbook of democratic freedom and responsibility, is best appreciated when we compare the history of democracy in the United States with that of democratic institutions in the sister republics of Latin America. A distinguished Argentine thinker was
discussing the long series of revolution that
have marred the political history of LatinAmerican countries, and the reasons why
it had been so difficult for democratic principals to become fully indigenous in the
Hispanic world. He made this luminous
statement: "Only those countries have ever
made a success of democracy," he said in
substance, "in which the people, or at least
a strong minority of the people, have cultivated personal religion and taken up an
attitude of personal loyalty to God. The
experience of God and the appeal to God
gives people a sense of dignity; it instils
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into them settled principles of right living,
and inspires them with a deep sense of
responsible action. In our countries,—
he went on,—religious inwardness has been
lacking throughout our history, with the
result that we have not found it possible
to be consistently loyal to the democratic
system." Spiritual inwardness is inseparable from the Bible. As more than one
great South American writer has pointed
out, this inwardness, which is the necessary prerequisite of democracy, has been
lacking in Latin America because the people have not found the Bible at first hand.
A reasoned and dispassionate study of
Hispanic history makes it plain that the
unhappy political annals of Spain and her
ancient colonies derive from the fact that
official Christianity in those lands placed
a decisive ban upon a knowledge of the
Bible by the people.
The case is not different when we come
to .the high realms of cultural and religious
freedom. Freedom of thought and freedom of conscience—the twin liberties that
are most precious to civilized man—without which no civilization is worthy of the
name, are children of the Bible. While
it is true that the demand for intellectual
freedom originated in Greece rather than
in Judea, and that the right to think freely
has been as much insisted upon by secular
as by Christian thinkers, this should be
remembered.
Greece and her thinkers
would have lain buried in their graves
and remained lost to history but for a
renaissance of the Bible and of interest in
the Bible. For "Greece," as has been
beautifully said, "arose from the grave
with the N e w Testament in her hand.'
All this is true despite the fact that Christians have sometimes interpreted the Bible
and its teachings in such a way as to show
intolerance and bigotry with respect to'the
ideas and religious practices of other people. Alas, many a scandal has been perpetrated down the ages in the name of the
Bible and in professed loyalty to Biblical
truth. But Christianity and the Bible have
not been to blame for the misguided zeal
of many of their devotees.
N o t only so: it was the Bible insistence
that truth is one because God is one, that
made the scientific spirit and the freedom of
scientific research possible. Evangelical
Christians have been among the most unswerving champions of freedom of research, even when research was carried
out on the Bible itself, and views of the
Bible were expressed that conflicted with
those traditionally held. Cultural freedom,
moreover, will follow the fate of the Bible.
Let the Bible be repudiated as the supreme guidebook of mankind, and intellectual freedom will die. The proof of
this is in the death of intellectual freedom
in Russia and in Germany, where Christianity and its records have been rejected.
As for freedom of conscience, that is to
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say, religious freedom, nowhere has it been
more effective than in countries where the
principles of Biblical Christianity have
swayed the popular mind. The United
States, which more than any other country
was founded by men mastered by ,the Bible,
has been the most hospitable country in
history to divergent religious ideas and
sects. The battle of religious liberty was
won in America by men whose faith was
grounded in the Scriptures. W h o can forget that great Christian, Roger Williams,
was "the first person in modern Christendom to assert in its plenitude the doctrine
of the liberty of conscience, the equality
of opinions before the law?" (Bancroft).
How can civilization in America ever forget its debt to the Baptists, "the first body
off Christians to formulate and enforce a
doctrine of religious liberty?" The Presbyterians, whose historical love of freedom
made them the first in the political realm
to advocate American independence, have
enshrined in their standards the foundation
principle of religious liberty that "God
alone is Lord of the conscience." Because
this principle has been recognized, Protestant and Roman Catholic, Jew and Buddhist, are able to live in this free land in
peace and liberty.
It is natural that this unbreakable link
should have been forged across the centuries between the Bible and human freedom—and that the "'book of a thousand
tongues'' should have taken part in a
thousand battles for liberty. Increasing
insight adown the centuries into the Bible
view of man and his destiny led to the removal of obstacles to the development of
free personality. For, in the Bible, man is
set forth as a being who has infinite value
for God, his Creator and Redeemer. Inasmuch as God has called him to the high
destiny of sonship, certain important consequences follow. N o human authority
has the right to degrade or enslave man
or deprive him of his right to self-development. He should be free to assume responsibilities for which he is fitted. None
should demand of him a love or loyalty
which are due to God alone. It is the
duty of society and the state to do what
lies in their power to free men from such
conditions as to make it difficult for them
to fulfill their destiny as children of God,
( T o be concluded)
At a dinner given in honor of his sixty
years of service, Dr. John Harvey
Kellogg, founder of the Battle Creek Sanitarium, said: "At the age of ten, hearing
my mother at prayer, I knelt beside her
and heard her petition that John might
do something worthy for humanity. She
placed her hands on my head and dedicated me to the service of my fellow men.
The memory of that never left me, and
it has been my aim and purpose in life
to make it come true."—The Presbyterian.

'
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Kicking Over the Traces
Menno O. Brubaker
time ago in a southern periodica]
S OanM Eaccount
was given of a minister
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to attending places of amusement, to nonresistance, "etc.? Are we doing our part
in pushing forward the cause of our crucified, risen, and ascended Lord?
Dear reader, if we find ourselves lacking, let us yield ourselves to God. He
will quickly restore us into fellowship with
Himself and His people, and make us vessels meet for the Master's use.

of "kicking over the traces", is commendable. But there is a way in which this
who apparently was led out into the deep- term may be used that is more applicable,
er thing of God. Consequently, opposi- but not at all commendable. Those who
tion arose and he was accused of "kicking have had experience with horses that were
over the traces."
in the habit of kicking over the traces can
The step that this minister took was more easily understand the application. It Catholicism and Protestantism
Contrasted
commendable. Iif he continued to walk in applies t o those in the church who are
wisdom, and in the will of God. There are not willing to co-operate with the church,
C. P. Chapman
comparatively few, in these days of apos- but rather take their own way. They are
tacy, who will arise from their spiritual not subject to authority, but have a mind
N O T E in the gospel message a few
indifference and lethargy, and out of a life and will of their own. They fail to re-'
months ago called attenion to the
of doubt and defeat, and out from the gard the promise they made of allegiance
moral
conditions of Catholic countries
ranks of mere professors and social re- to God and faithfulness to the Church.
compared with that existing in Protestant
formers, into a life of living, vital, and This condition has made the hearts of
definite relationship with the Lord Jesus many shepherds of God's people heavy. lands. That a vast difference exists can be
It has caused many sleepless hours for easily proven by anyone caring to take the
Christ.
them.
It has destroyed unity, and greatly trouble to read the public statistics issued
The devil, the great ardh-enemy of our
by the governments in these countries.
hindered
the progress of the church.
souls, always tries to hinder such a step.
The item has suggested the thought that
The spirit of the age is not conducive
One reason why a horse will kick over after the years some of us have spent in
to a Spirit-filled life. There are communi. the traces is because of an ill-feeling
Roman Catholic countries it would not
ties in which it is considered unpopular not against the driver or the other horses hitchbe difficult to verify the statements thus
to be a member of a church, but where ed with him. Ho w much trouble roots of
made. In fact there is a compilation of
little is known of tihe victorious spirit-filled bitterness and hard feelings in the hearts
statistics before us taken from the reports
life that separates us ifrom the world unto of people have made! H o w disagreeable
published by different governments which
the chosen and peculiar family of God, it has made life for others! It leads to
amply justify the conclusion that the differthe mystical body of which Christ is the many other evils.
ence between the moral conditions in
head.
Another reason is, unwillingness to work Catholic and Protestant lands is almost unBlessing alway awaits those who launch at the place he was hitched. There are believable.
out into the fulness of God's grace and people who do fairly well as long as they
T h e figures presented here are simply
power. Indeed, Christ came that we might can select their place to work in the
copied from published reports, and are alnot only have life, but also the more abun- church. A neighbor of mine bought a
lowed to speak for themselves. Although
dant life.
horse and hitched him on the right side they refer to conditions some years back,
However, we should not think it strange of the wagon tongue. But he was not there is no evidence to believe that the
when we meet with criticism and opposi- ready to work there. He tried to get situation has greatly changed.
tion. It is almost sure to come, in a less- on the left side, the side of the leader.
In London for one year the number of
er or greater degree. Sometimes some Unholy desires for leadership have wreckbirths was 78,300. Of these 3,203 were
of these could be avoided, and I think a ed many a promising worker.
illegitimate, which gives only four out of
little exhortation here would be timely.
T^he horse with his leg outside the a hundred as born out of wedlock. In
There are those who, in the glory and trace is of little account in pulling the load, Paris at the same time the statistics show
ecstacy of their new found joy, fail to More than that, it nearly always keeps the 32,325 births for the year, and of these
walk in wisdom. If possible, Satan will others from doing their best. O Lord, if
10,636 were reported as having been ilat this point cause them to make rash my leg is outside the trace, help me get legitimate, giving a proportion of 33 in
vows and uncharitable statements.
He in and get to work.
every 100 as born out of wedlock. But gomay -make them over-hearing in their zeal
Furthermore, such a horse is doing him- ing on the picture grows darker. Readto lead others into the fulness, even to the self serious harm. His owner cannot trust ing the report of Munich, the capital of
extent that they manifest a spirit of im- him. He cannot fully appreciate him. After Catholic Bavaria, one finds 1762 births set
patience and displeasure toward those who a true recommendation on day of sale, forth as legitimate and 1702 as illegitimate.
are slow of heart to believe and yield his value will be placed way, way down. Thus 48 out of every 100 are illegitimate.
themselves to God. Some may hastily Far more serious still is the great danger In Catholic Vienna the picture is even
judge and harshly condemn, when a spirit of contracting look-jaw germs through the worse, for the number of illegitimate births
of sympathy and heart felt compassion trace wounds, and next is—death.
is 51 out of every 100. These figures
would melt and win the hearts of men.
N o w let us get serious about this matter. astonish, and one might say they were inThus a spirit of prejudice and hatred is Dear reader, are we co-operating with the vented for argument's sake were it not that
agitated in others, and their testimony and body to which we have pledged our faith- they are open to anyone who cares to read
influence is hindered and rather invites fulness? Are we recognizing authority? what is a formal statement of those havcensure and criticism.
Are we obeying those who have the rule ing the matter in charge.
I am not saying that God's people over us and are over us in the Lord? Heb.
In review the table stands as follows:
should walk "pussy-footed'' and speak 13:17. Are we conforming to the prinVienna—51 illegitimate per 100
cowardly, but I do mean to say that we ciples and doctrines of the W o r d of God
Munich—48 illegitimate per 100
should walk in wisdom toward those that as understood, accepted, and taught by the
Paris—33 illegitimate per 100
are without, in the spirit of meekness, church? Are we abiding by the standLondon—4 illegitimate per 100
ards adopted by the church relative to
humility, and love.
Passing on to Rome, the heart of the
As I said before, the step which this non-conformity to the world in apparel, to Catholic Church, what is to be found?
minister took, for which h e was accused business enterprises, to political affiliations, Here with literally thousands of cardinals,
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bishops, monks, nuns and students, all under the watchful eye of the Pope, we
would expect to find a morality of the
highest class. But alas all is to the contrary. In the published lists of births no
distinction is made as to the state of the
child, but in a separate report there is given the number of "expositos," that is, babes
abandoned at the door of convents, or as
it is called in Colombia, at the "Baby
drum." This is a large sheet iron drum
that is set into the wall of the convent
with an opening on one side. Into this
the mother may put her child and then by
giving the drum a turn the baby passes inside the wall. A pull of the bell rope
hanging alongside tell those inside that another child has been put in their hands.
The writer examined this drum in Bogota
in the wall of one of the convents and
found it a very easy matter to give the
affair a turn, which indicated that it had
plenty of usage.
T h e report of children born in one year
in Rome was reported as 4373, and the
"expositos" 3160. The reader can imagine
how many of the former number might be
illegitimate, and how many of the latter
legitimate, but the figures indicate that
the so-called "Holy City" is something else
when it comes to chastity and the sacredness of marriage.
In Colombia, where the matter of statistics is not so fully developed, the common
saying is that two thirds of the children
are born out of wedlock, and in our experience some time ago we remember reading the report published in one of the daily
papers of Cali in which the number of
births for a given period was printed and it
showed three illegitimates to every legitimate one.
While we hope the years have brought
some improvement, the fact remains that
the social question is the one great problem
which the missionary must face at every
turn of the road and in every class of people -with whom he has contact.
That the reason for this difference between Catholic and Protestant countries is
because of different temperaments or climatic conditions is by no means certain. The
real reason we believe is irt the prohibition
of the reading of the W o r d of God, and
the practice of the auricular confession.
This being so, a new burden is laid upon
those who know these facts to carry with
all haste to these nations the only remedy
for this state of affairs, and for all that sin
has wrought in this poor world.
—Gospel

Message.

Thank God for America
midst of the confusion of political
T Nandthe economic
matters we hear many
sharp words about America. For our part
we thank God unceasingly for our country.
Even if things are not going as all of us
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Should We Pray To Be Kept
Out of the War
Orrie D.

Yoder

If we are thinking of the cruelYIlfES!ties
and sufferings war brings with it.
we wisely consider the terrible devastation and waste that war leaves in
its path, certainly we should pray to be
kept from it. Again, if we consider the
shameless cost of human lives and woeful
lamentations of innocent victims, certainly
it is demanded of us to fast and pray that
such a monster be kept from our shores.
However, there is another side to the
question. Despite the fact that war brings
such terrible suffering and trial, we must
remember that suffering and persecution,
such as we fear in connection with war,
have in the past been among the greatest
promoters of the kingdom of God. W e
must not forget that most of what we have
and enjoy have come to us through the
sufferings of someone, and such sufferings
usually, if not always have come through
sin and injustice.
It was through suffering and persecution
that Israel was born a nation for God. It
was through suffering and trial that God
many times had to purge the dross from
the gold in this people that they might
be the blessing to the world and the glory
to Him that He desired and planned. Like,
wise the Church of Christ began and prospered through a period of great persecution and suffering. The fact remains
that through her history when suffering
would cease, the church was most prone
to worldliness. Again and again, our Lord
allowed persecution and suffering to cleanse
away her dross to the end that the pure

would like to have them go, would you
trade your American citizenship for citizenship in any other country under the sun?
Even though our liberties are being curtailed are not these liberties greater than the
liberties of any other country. Are not all
our relations to all other countries unique
in every sense of the word? W e have only a
feeling of friendship for all nations that on
earth do dwell. If we are ever plunged
into war again it will be because of a
general world conflagration from which we
cannot extricate ourselves. On the other
hand we ought t o be grateful that our geographical position helps us very much in
this matter. Boake Carter, an Englishman,
who is now an American citizen, says in
The Commentator: "I have learned one
thing in my American education, a span
of some sixteen years; that Americans do
not have to hate like some foreign nations,
especially those of the old world, must
hate. America is one of the most fortunate countries that God ever created. She
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gold might shine forth anew to a lost and
sin-sick world.
• Of our own faith the record is given
that it is the heritage of suffering and
blood. If this is correct, was it accidental
or was it the purpose of God? W h a t if
there had been no suffering? A recent
visitor to China has reported that through
the terrible invasions of the Japanese armies, the missionaries by remaining with
their work and by suffering with the natives have borne a testimony to the great
power of the Gospel of Christ that onal
preaching could never have accomplished.
W a s it merely an accident, or is it God
helping the spread of the Gospel by allowing such shameful sufferings to both missionaries and natives? Must God allow
suffering today to bring out the "gold" and
to show that He is above a sinful world,
"is still upon the throne"?

I

W h a t about indifferent, lukewarm, Christian (?) America. Will anything less than
suffering and persecution polish the dim
gold that is left in her professed Christian
people so that America might yet be blessed
with true spiritual values. Inasmuch as
Christ destined His church to be a hated
and persecuted church, let us beware that
we in our carnality do not beg God to keep
war from us for the sake of freedom from
persecution. Doubtless many individuals,
and many local churches fearing persecutions and shrinking from it, have begged
God for the easy road, only to be granted
"leanness" to their souls. Let us beware
in our praying against present world conditions, that we do not put ourselves in
that class. If the sufferings of war are
needful to teach us anew the way of the
cross, and to bring it with renewed power
to a lost world, may God's way be out
way.

is more nearly economically self-sufficient
than any other, and she is bordered by
two great oceans, and two friendly neighbors."—The
Watchman-Examiner.

A Word To Go Home On
H E saintly Frances Ridley Havergal
literally lived and moved in the W o r d
T
of God. It was her constant solace, delight and inspiration. It is related of her
that on the last day of her life she asked
a friend to read to her the 42nd chapter
of Isaiah. W h e n the friend read the sixth
verse, "I the Lord have called thee in
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and
will keep thee." Miss Havergal stopped
her. "Called — held — kept — used," she
whispered. "Well, I will just go Home on
that." And she did "go home on that,"
as on a celestial chariot, and the Homecoming was a triumph, with an abundant
entrance into the City of God.
What
word of God have you to go Home on?
—Publisher Unknown.
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Life Begins at 70! And Why Not?
Dr. Samuel M.

Zwemet

A C C O R D I N G to vital statistics, when a
•**• person passes the seventieth milestone
in good health, there are still some miles
to run; and we have the highest authority
that life began at seventy in the case of
Abraham, the father of all the faithful.
W h e n other people put on their slippers
to sit by the fire, Abraham put on his
seven-league boots and started from Ui
of the Chaldees to find the Promised Land.
All that he did before that is unrecorded
and unimportant. For him, at least, life
began at seventy.
"Moses was eighty years old and Aaron
eighty-three years old when they spake
to Pharaoh" and obtained the emancipation for all Israel. Joshua was eighty-five
years old when he finished his military
conquest. Eli still judged the people when
he was ninety-eight years of age.
Only the present sophisticated age urges
that real life, vitality, intellectual power,
and usefulness cease at seventy. History
does not confirm such a verdict of early
senility. Plato died, pen in hand, in his
eighty-first year. Socrates was ninety-four
when he composed the work entitled "Panathenaicus", and lived five years after that.
Titian, the great artist, was painting "with
incomparable steadiness" of hand, when
cut off by the plague at the age of ninety,
nine. The same remarkable retention of
youthful energy was the case in Voltaire,
Anatole France, Goethe, and Von Ranke.
Since the time of Aristotle, the vital
cycle has been thought to be a five-ifold
multiple of the period of growth, and Buf.
fon estimated that one hundred years is
the physiological duration of life! T h e
number of reputed centenarians is doubtless in excess of the real figure. Nevertheless, the expectation of life and general
health is increasing. So there is less reaon than heretofore to repudiate the talents
of old age and prefer the counsel of Rehoboam to that of Job or Solomon. There
are, in fact, many reasons why real life
begins at seventy.
(1) Experience is a hard teacher, and
if we ever graduate from her school, we
ought to have a signed diploma at seventy.
Young men see visions, but old men dream
dreams, and the dream of ripe old age is
a vision in embryo of the world to come.
As Sir Thomas Browne (1658) remarks:
"In seventy or eighty years a man may
have a deep gust of the world, know what
it is, what it can afford, and what 'tis to
have been a man. Such a latitude of years
may hold a considerable corner in the
general map of time; and a man may have
a curt epitome of the whole course thereof in the days of his own life, may clearly
see he hath but acted-over his forefathers,
what it is to live in ages past, and what
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living will be in all ages to come . . ."
(2) Life begins at seventy, because we
are nearer the river that has no bridge,
and, once across the stream, life that is
eternal has begun. For, as Robert L.
Stevenson puts it in his lines to Dr. John
Brown:
"There

are kind hearts still for friends to

fill
And fools to take and break them;
But the dearest friends are the auldest
friends
And the grave's the place to seek them."
After seventy the great cloud of witnesses around us is no longer a dim mist
of unrecognized figures. W e can distinguish them clearly, and the count is
every year larger. Some of them beckon
to us, and that is why our best days may
be lived nearest to heaven and the great
company of those who have already crossed over the great divide.
(3) Life begins at seventy because then
we have passed our apprenticeship in the
school of life. W e are said to retire from
active service. Others sit in our places of
responsibility. T h e daily round and the
common or uncommon task is now a matter, not a necessity, but of free will. It is
an escape from the bondage of Egypt (and
its flesh pots) into freedom. Metaphorically speaking, Egypt has only one dimension. It is as long as the Nile which flows
on forever. It is a land of no breadth,
has no mountain heights and no deep mines
of wealth.
After seventy we can
enter the goodly Land of Promise, walk
through all its breadth, sink shafts to find
new lodes of treasure, and climb the snow,
covered ranges. Pisgah and Nebo^ come
after the desert wanderings. Life may not
last much longer at seventy, but it should
be broader and deeper and higher than at
seventeen or thirty-seven. Real life has
four dimensions.
Cicero does not hesitate to compare
youth and middle age to the drudgery of
the sailor in the forecastle, and old age
to the privilege and responsibility of the
pilot.
(4) Life begins at seventy because of
memory and imagination.
W e can now
look further backward and further forward. At seventy we stand near the crest
of the hill from Which, looking backward,
we have the memory of two generations
and the footprints of our predecessors, as
well as of our contemporaries, t o study.
Modern h&tory is stOtred inlour own private
library, and we can feel it even when our
eyes are dim. Looking forward, we have
the joy of anticipation and the revelry of
a pure and healthy imagination such as
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that of a poet who dreams of a new
earth, or like the Seer of Patmos with his
vision of the Holy City. After seventy
we can cross the delectable mountains and
enter Beulah Land.
(5) Life begins at seventy because at
this age we should at long last learn that
life consisteth not in the abundance of
things we possess.
At seventy we may
surely cease to grasp and lay up treaures
on earth. W e have time now to take an
inventory of all the things in our coffen
and cellars and garrets that are best gotten
rid of, as wise travelers do, and mark:
"Not wanted on the voyage." Job's words
should often be our meditation: "Naked
came I out of my mother's womb and naked shall I return thither". And the Apostle draws the sensible conclusion: " W e
brought nothing into the world, neither can
we carry anything out." It seems obvious,
therefore, that every man should be his
own executor and start giving away (if not
on a large scale, like Carnegie and Rockefeller, at least according to his measure)
before his hands or will suffer from senile
paralysis. At seventy, if not before, we
should "make to ourselves friends by
means of the mammon of unrighteousness,
that when it shall fail they may receive
you into the eternal tabernacles". It is a
terrible thing in a world like ours to die
like the rich fool who built larger barns
at seventy!
"The angels from their thrones on high
Look down on us with pitying eye
That where we are but passing guests,
We build such strong and solid nests.
And where we hope to stay for aye
We scarce take pains one stone to lay."
(6) Life begins at seventy with new responsibility.
The writer of the seventyfirst Psalm looks back: "By Thee have I
been holden up from the womb. Cast me
not off in the time of old age; forsake me
not when my strength faileth." But he also
realized the responsibility of old age to
work till daylight fades, for the night
cometh when no man can work. The task
of old age. W h e n our old jobs are taken
twofold: to give thanks to God for the
past; and t o witness for God to the rising
generation. There is a peculiar privilege
of old age. W h e n old jobs are taken
away; when others are sitting in the places
we once called our own; when, nolens
volens, we are retired, let us accept our
lot gracefully, although the blow come sud.
denly.
But there is one job which no one can
take away, because only old age can fulfill
its requirements; it is to show God's strength
to the rising generation and His power
to every one that is to come (Psalm 71:18). Even among primitive tribes, such as
the Gallas and Masai there is the custom
of age grades and the institution of the
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elders who are repositories of tradition and
custodians of the tribal secrets, at once
the heirs of the past and the pledges of
posterity. All the sturdy strength of primitive social life rests on this high respect for
old age; and Confucius built Chinese civilization on the same rock foundaton. At
seventy we are heirs of the past, but no
less d o we hold in trust a heritage for the
future which we must hand over as faithful trustees. The tales of a grandfather
may inspire callow youth to a new heroism
and deeper patriotism. Old age is the
custodian of contemporary history, and
history is philosophy teaching by example.
All this makes life worth living at seventy and beyond.
(7) Finally, at seventy life /or the
Christian becomes more strenuous, more
deadly earnest. He must redeem the time
because the days are evil. Paul, the aged,
pressed toward the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. His candle
burned brighter until the perfect day.
There was no let up in his apostolic activities. T h e life of Raymond Lull, the
mediaeval missionary, affords another example. He writes: "Men are wont to die,
O Lord, from old age, the failure of natural warmth, and excess of cold; but
thus if it be T h y will, T h y servant would
not wish to die; he would prefer to die in
the glow of love, even as Thou wast willing to die for him." And when he was
over eighty, on his way to preach Christ
to the Mohammedans of North Africa, he
exclaims:
"As a hungry man makes despatch and
takes large morsels on account of his great
hunger, so thy servant feels a great desire t o die that he may glorify Thee. He
hurries day and night to complete his work
in order that he may give up his blood and
his tears to be shed for Thee."
Horatius Bonar put it for himself and
for us all in two stanzas of a forgotten
hymn:
"Sin worketh, let me work, too;
Sin tundoeth, let me do. ( |
Busy \as [sin \my work I'll ply.
Till I rest in the rest of eternity.
"Death worketh, Jet pie work, too;
Death undoeth, let {me do;
Busy |as death my work Til ply.
Till I rest in the lrest (of eternity."
And the Master Himself told us: "I must
work the work of Him that sent me while
it is day; for the night cometh when no
man can work."—Evangelical Christian.
—Submitted by Eld. Joel E. Carlson.
"If a man love me, he will keep my
words." John 14:23.
"Faithful is he that calleth you, who
also will dp it," I Th, 5:24,
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Stern

S T I A N service is the carrying out
C HofR IChrist's
mission in His stead. His

mission was to save mankind from the
ravages of sin. "He came not to be minis,
tered unto, but to minister."
Likewise
His servants should minister and point
men to the One "who taketh away the
sin of the world." T h e upbuilding of
God's kingdom is the cause which lay
closest to Christ's heart and is the same
cause which lies closest to every true
Christian's heart.
T o be truly efficient in service we must
come into personal contact with this Master, this Christ, "Yea, the One Altogether
Lovely." He is our perfect pattern. His
devotion to God was constant and true,
His humility and submission, His meekness
and obedience were so spontaneous and
real that He could truly say, " M y meat
and drink is to do the will of Him who
sent me and to complete His work." His
reverence to God found expression in His
early morning and all night prayers and in
His constant trust in His Father's guidance.
His zeal for purity and enlargement of His
Father's kingdom was always burning. In
lowliness He revealed the will of God to
those who would receive it. In holiness,
love, and compassion He always sought
the highest welfare of His fellowmen. In
His daily minis-try He lived in the deep
sympathetic spirit pictured in Isaiah 53.
He offered Himself in every possible sacrifice of life and on Calvary He died in the
same unselfish, saving spirit for your and
my sins. He now liveth to make intercession for us.
S. D . Gordon names three simple essentials for the one who would fully follow Christ and do His service. The first
essential is that one shall surrender to
Christ as Master so that he may have control of all. T h e Spirit of God fills the surrendered heart, and it is only as the Spirit
does fill and sway that there can be any
such passion for souls as Jesus had. Jesus
always used splendid tact. That life of
sweet purity and gentle patience was always so winsome.
The second essential is a bit of quiet
time alone with Jesus daily. The door
must be shut with outside things outside
and one's self shut in alone with the Master. "God will hide himself as long as
we try to see Him and the world at the
same time." This time alone with Him
is altogether essential for one who would
follow the Master fully and simply. Here
we think of God and get from Him new
visions of duty. It is the time spent in
coaling up, taking out the dead ashes, and
readjusting the drafts to keep the fires
burning steadily and clearly.
T h e third essential for true Christian
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Service is a purpose, deep-seated, rockroofed, underlying every other purpose,
'taking precedence over every other, of
trying to win others one by one, bit by bit,
over to knowing Jesus personally. The
one who really has this purpose at heart
will seek to use every opportunity while
in business or his social circle to give a
word "fitly spoken" which may count for
the Master and be a doorway for Jesus to
enter into some life.
Will we fully follow our Master? Are
we willing if need be to die for the same
cause for which He died? Will we give
Him whole hearted service? Then sometime we may realize:
"How sweet 'twill be lat evening
If each pf 'us can \say
'Good Master, we've been seeking
The sheep which went astray.
Footsore, \and faint, \and weary,
We heard them making moan
And lo, we came at evening
Bringing them safely home."

How Much More Christ Could
Have Done
W.

Lincoln

E sign of turning water into wine is
T Hsignificantly
placed in the Gospel of

John; that is to say in the picture of Christ
as Son of God. It is placed so as to suggest what He will do in the future when
the time of the marriage of the Lamb has
fully come, and when His wife hath made
herself ready. Above all it is placed in the
fronr and not the rear of this Gospel. It
is placed at the outset on purpose to show
us how much more He could have gone
on had it so pleased Him.
He could summon Lazarus from the
grave; so He could have summoned millions. He that could do the one could do
the other and He again, that could despoil
death, could remove sorrow and sickness
and crying. And as these displays of His
power have somewhat of a negative aspect, He could have gone on bringing out
His joy, Heavenly Joy in a world of
wretchedness and woe. But they would
not have Him and so they crucified Him.
Yet there we learn the preciousness and
fulness of Him who was slain. If it was
He in W h o m all the fulness was W h o was
thus slain, no wonder that His death is
so costly, and His Blood so precious.
Drawn to Him hereby, we gladly receive,
yea and have received Him. And therefore H e is going on to tell us, by His
Spirit, of His love, and of His Father's
love until the time for the display of His
glory has arrived. Then, in the ages which
are coming on, God will show out the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness
towards us through Jesus Christ.—Set,
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Our Young
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People

A Montana Experience

W h e n we came to the big, high stump
where the road forks, she made us take
* ( | \ / r O T H E R , what does 'presence of the long way that you said we shouldn't
mind' mean?" asked Hortense, come. She started that way herself and
looking up from the big book she was read- we had to follow her or have a disagreement."
ing.
"Yes," added Pauline, "and she went
"It's what you didn't have when the
minister from Great Falls asked you what so fast that we almost had to run to keep
your name was and you couldn't tell him," up."
spoke up nine-year-old Robert.
"I got a stone in my shoe and she would
Mother sighed and shook her head re- not let me stop to get it out," complained
provingly at Robert. Hortense's face was Richard.
Hortense listened quietly to these comalready flushed, and there were tears in
her eyes. Pauline and Richard had begun plaints without offering a word of explanaa boisterous laugh which stopped when tion of her' disobedience. Her face was
white and drawn and she dropped limply
they saw that Hortense was really hurt.
"Presence of mind is merely keeping into a rocking chair. Before mother could
one's wits about one in a time of danger," say anything, Mr. Hopkins, a neighbor,
mother explained. "Put away the book hurried into the back yard. H e had a gun
now, dearie. You have read too long as over his shoulder.
"Children get home all right?" he called
it is. Father had presence of mind that
night the lamp caught fire and he threw it anxiously. " W e just shot a big wildcat
out just before it exploded. N o w you're up at the Forks. It was lying on the top
to go over to Mrs. Graham's, every last of that stump and Ezra Peters and I had
chick of you, after that butter, and if you just gone back after our guns when I saw
don't have a single disagreement by the -the children turn and take the other road;
way, there will be waffles for supper. Go but I knew they would be pretty well scarand come both by the short road this time, ed."
because I don't want you to be late."
"Wildcat!
On the big stump!" the
She sigjhed again, to herself, as she children cried in chorus. Every one turndropped into a chair to watch the merry, ed toward Hortense.
"I didn't want to say anything," she
rollicking brood out of sight. H o w did
shrinking, timid little Hortense, she won- faltered. "I saw it crouching there on top
dered, happen to be born into such a family of the stump and I was afraid it was
of fearless, sturdy youngsters? She knew going to spring at us." She gave a little
that three of them were happy as young shudder. "I didn't want the children to
animals at the prospect of a brisk walk see it."
over the prairie, but to one of them, the
Robert went over to his sister. "Horlittle maiden, too tall and slight for ten tense," he declared, "you're a hero, and if
years, it meant a constant fight with her you don't know what presence of mind
timidity and the fear that wild animals means, we do now."—Congregationalist.
might be lurking behind every roadside
bush.
It was well, she reflected, that Montana
was not now as in the day when she came
to the great state as a bride, or she could
scarcely feel so easy at letting her children go off for a two-mile hike. She
shuddered as she thought of the wildcats
and cougars her husband had killed the
first few years of their married life.
T h e hands of the kitchen clock pointed
to half-'past five, twenty minutes after the
time she expected the children back, when
she went to the door and looked anxiously
down the road. She listened, but could
hear nothing. Presently, however, far in
the distance, came the sound of voices, and
in a short time the children appeared.
Robert's face was very red, and Pauline
and Richard were tired and hot.
"I don't care whether we have waffles
for supper or not," Robert burst out.
"Anyway I'm going to tell on Hortense.

The Book of Life
D. L.

Moody

M E people say they can't tell down
S Ohere,
but must wait until they get to

Heaven to know whether their names are
written in the Book of Life. I believe it
is the privilege of every Christian to know
it here. Men in China tell me that the
greatest honor that can be paid them there
is to write their name in one of the joss
houses, in the house of Confucius. Christ
says, "Rejoice, because your names are
written in Heaven".
I was coming to Liverpool one night
with a party of friends, and we found the
Northwestern Hotel full, and they told me
it had been full for days. I said to my
friends, "Let us go over to the Adelphi."
" N o , " they said, "we have a room engaged," " W h y , " I said, "they told me the
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house had been full for days, and now
you say you have got a room." They
said, " W e sent our names on ahead and
secured a room."
"How wise," thought I. Many of you are
laying in wood for the bleak winter, and
food and clothing. Oh, prepare for the
long bleak night that is coming! See that
your names are written in Heaven; send
your names on ahead and secure a room,
and when sure that our names are written
there we should see that those of our
children are.
A friend said t o me. " W h y talk of
books being kept in heaven?" I said, "The
Bible has a good deal to say about it." In
Daniel 12:1, "Thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written
in the book." In Phil. 4:3, Paul speaks
of those whose names were written in
the Book. W e ought to live so that not
only we, but others would know our names
are on the Record.—The United Evangelical.

"The Soul on Top"
' 4 T~^ O you remember any verse we had
•"-' in our reading this morning?" asked
a mother of her little boy.
Tommy thought and then said: "The
only one I can remember, Mother, is
"Keep the soul on top."
"I don't remember that one," said the
mother, smiling.
"Well, mother, I haven't said it exactly,
but that is what it means!"
Mother thought again, and found the
text: "I keep under my body, and bring
it into subjection" (I Cor. 9:27) and mother said to Tommy, "You're right, dear.
That is what it means. Always keep the
soul on top, subject to the will of God,
and the body will be subject too. Keep
the soul on top."
—Gospel Stories for Young and Old.

The Greatest Textbook
E believe the greatest Textbook for
sermonizing is the Bible. The greatest sermons that were ever preached are
found therein; the greatest prayers that
were ever prayed—by our Lord and Savior Himself and also by the Apostle Paul:
an example, Ephesians 3.
The preacher's greatest resource is to
have the preparation of his sermon and the
delivery of his sermon saturated with prayer and humble dependence upon God. T h e
greatest work of the ministry is to vindicate the righteousness of God, by setting
forth the Person and work of Jesus Christ.
He tells us, "And I, if I be lifted up from
the earth, will draw all men unto M e . "
W e find that every minister who is persistently lifting up Christ, seeking to glorify Him has' a spiritual congregation and a
fruitful ministry.—Selected.
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A Prayer with a Point To It
"You are the new pastor?" asked a
woman in the garb of a widow, accosting
a young man in the vestibule of the smallest church in a growing New England
manufacturing village.
"I am, madam."
"Will you pray for my boy?"
"Who is h e ? "
"Henry Mallard; I fancied you might
know."
"Is he present?"
"Oh. no," with tears in her eyes and
in her voice; "he is over at Hannum's pond,
fishing." The bell struck the last call. The
services began and went forward. The
young pastor thought no more of Henry
Mallard until he was nearly through the
long prayer; then a heaven-sent impulse
made him say:
"And, dear Lord, save Henry Mallard,
who is spending this lovely June Sabbath
over at Hannum's Pond, fishing; save him
for time and for eternity; save him so
thoroughly that the advancement of Thy
cause may be the leading motive of his life.
It was a remarkable prayer; people yet
living who heard it still remember and talk
about its power. What wonder that it was
the topic for all tongues when the services
closed.
The youth, Henry Mallard, coming home
in the late afternoon from the day's sport,
met Walter Manly, one of his mates, who
said:
"I want to tell you, Henry, that the new
minister prayed for you today.'
"He prayed for all the sinners, no doubt,"
laughed the handsome youth carelessly.
"But I want to tell you that he prayed
for just you, Henry Mallard, over at Hannum's Pond fishing."
"He didn't say that?
He didn't call
my name right out."
"Yes, he did, and Henry—"
But, exclaiming, "Minister or not, I'll
horsewhip him" the angry youth dashed
down the street toward his home like a mad
creature, seeking his mother and repeating
his assertion.
"But, my son," she expostulated, "I am
praying for you all the time."
"Not aloud, by name, before everybody."
"But every one who knows us a t ' all
understands how grieved I am at your waywardness. It is nearly time for the evening meeting, you will escort me, of
course."
"Of course, but it will not change my
mind. I have said that I will horsewhip
that minister, and I intend to keep my
word."
Often there was a thin attendance at
these evening meetings; tonight the room
was crowded. Sometimes the boys were
restless; tonight there was a hush of solemnity. Often there was much backwardness about taking part; tonight, no sooner
was liberty given than the lad who had
gone out to meet Henry that afternoon
arose and said, "I wish someone would pray
for me, right out plainly by name, so that
everyone might understand that it was Walter Manly that was meant."
The words had no sooner left his lips
than a dozen other boys were on their feet
with the same request. Every night that
week there was meeting in the audience
room, for the chapel would not hold the
crowds.
Until Friday, Henry Mallard made an
outward show of anger. That evening he
asked for the prayers of the Christians.
"I. Henry Mallard, who spent last Sunday
fishing at Hannum's Pond."
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It was a season of great rejoicing and
as the pastor was walking home with one
of the deacons he asked, "Why is there
such an abounding spirit of thankfulness
over the attitude of Henry Mallard?"
"Do you not know that he and his widowed mother own almost this entire village?"
"I had no idea of it," was the reply. "I
noticed, of course, the deep interest that
centered around the lad, but I have not had
time to ask. I believe he is saved."
He was, indeed; his life of beneficence
has proved it. His rapidly accumulating
wealth has been scattered like the refreshing dew. There is now a fine large church
on the site of that small one, the membership consisting in a large measure of the
employees of Henry Mallard. The writer
heard that pastor tell the story in the pul-
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pit of that new church, and Henry Mallard
sat in the deacon's seat, enjoying it all
seemingly as much as if he were not an
interested party. The pastor closed the
narration by saying; "I welcomed over four
hundred into this church as the fruit of
that revival that began with the tearful request, 'Pray for my boy,' and Brother Mallard hasn't horsewhipped me to this day.
It is the only promise I ever knew him to
make that wasn't fulfilled." —Annie A.
Preston, in Christian Advocate.
Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires,
even the name of the Lord. Is. 24:15.
As a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear him.
Ps. 103:13. Mt. 8.

Letters of a Gentile to His Daughter
(Supposedly

written from Bethlehem,

Number Eight
M y Dear Daughter,
W A S telling of my conversation with
the servant of one of the princes, who
has just arrived in our city.
I think I had got to where the servant
was telling me, how Herod had sent for
his chief priests and wise men, and had
asked them if they knew anything about
this child.
" W h e n they came, they told Herod,
Christ was to be born in Bethlehem of
Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet.
'And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda,
are not the least among the princes of
Juda: for out of thee shall come a governor,
that shall rule my people Israel.'
" W h e n Herod heard this he called my
master and the other two princes together,
and asked them when and where they had
seen the star.
"They told him how each had seen a
star in his own country that led them to a
common meeting place in the desert, and
then from there they had been guided by
a very brilliant star.
"Herod told my master, 'Go to Bethlehem and search diligently for the young
child; and wlhen ye have found him, bring
me word again, that I may come and wor.
ship him also.'
"As soon as they, my master and the
other two wise men, came out of Herod's
house and started, lo, the same star which
we saw in the East, went before us, 'till
it came and stood over the young child,
and when my master and the others saw
the star, they rejoiced and sang praises
and came here to your city.
"Look! you can see them, if you stand
here where I am. See, they are worshiping, and prostrating themselves before the
babe, and now look, they are opening the
treasures they have brought, and they are
giving the child, gold, frankincense, and
myrrh, the very best presents they could
secure.

A. D.
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"And notice the expression on their
faces, isn't it one of great rapture, and
joy? Those men are very rich and very influential in their own country, but as you
can see, their riches and influence, is not
to be compared to the great joy they are
experiencing in beholding Christ."
I stood where the servant told me to
stand, and looked where he was pointing,
but I could not see Christ. I wish I could
experience the joy that I saw manifested
on the faces of those men who were looking on Christ, and giving him the best they
had. The best they could get, they had
brought and laid at the feet of this child.
They are coming out of the house now,
I wish you could have been here to see
and hear wihat I saw and heard. As those
men came out and passed me, their faces
shone and their countenance had an unearthly light. It just made you feel warm,
a comfortable feeling, one I don't know
how to describe, but nevertheless a feeling that just makes you want to laugh,
shout, or just put your arms around some
one and tell them that you love them.
N o t only were their faces shining, but
they were singing praises to God, and say.
ing over and over: "Hallelujah, (praise
ye Jehovah), Hallelujah, King of Kings,
and Lord of Lords, King of Kings, and
Lord of Lords, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!"
And they kept up this praise 'till they
had mounted their camels and started off.
I noticed that they took a different route,
and were not going toward Jerusalem, and
I asked if they were not going back and
tell Herod where they had found the child.
I was told they had been warned of God
in a dream that they should not go back
to Herod.
I was so much interested in watching
the wise men, that I failed again to see
this child, but I shall get up early in the
morning and make a special effort to get
near to this Christ.
Good night, my daughter, Your old Pop.
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Healed Slightly
Laura Payne Osborne
"They have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly saying, Peace,
peace; when there is no peace." Jer. 8:11.
EART sick with shams, forms, ceremonies and shallow religion, and often
times driven to our knees broken hearted,
we are led to cry out to God, weeping, "They
have healed the hurt of the daughter of my
people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when
there is no peace." Sometimes upon realizing the lamentable condition of the professed church of Jesus Christ we would that
we might hide ourselves away in some secluded place and weep and pray for precious
lost souls. How long, how long will the
Lord suffer lightness, frivolity, earth shallowness to prevail? O, my God, that such
people would fall upon the Rock of Ages and
be broken to pieces before the Rock falls
upon them and grinds them to powder! 0 ,
that the search light of a never ending
eternity was turned ablaze upon all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, destroying such with the brightness of its
coming! For beloved friends, the piercing
eye of Almighty God sees right through our
very being, and naked and open are all
things unto the eyes of Him with whom we
have to do. If we are not delivered from all
sin and sinfulness of this world, we will not
escape the awfulness of the judgment seat
of Christ.
Jesus cried, while expanded between
heaven and earth, "My God, my God, why
hast Thou forsaken m e ? " If we should use
this text, we would say, in speaking of the
religious world today, "My God, my God, no
wonder Thou hast forsaken us, for we have
healed the hurt of the daughter of Thy people slightly, saying, Peace, peace, when
there is NO peace."
The Word of God declares, "Jesus Christ
the same yesterday, and today and forever."
The Word also says, "Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this,, to
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from
the world." As Jesus is the same yesterday
and today and forever, so is the religion of
Christ. It is pure and undefiled, the power
of God is the same. The blood of Jesus has
never lost any of its efficacy. There stands
today as immovable as eternity and as
sure as the promises of God, a true, holy,
clean, pure Gospel standard. And there is
today for the follower of Almighty God, a
clean, clear cut, definite, rock-bottom experience. There stands today for us the
old time religion with all its principles, perseverance, loyalty, steadfastness and glories.
The religion of the Lord Jesus Christ still
possesses all its unfailing qualities, and produces the same effects. It marvelously
transforms the lives of men and women.
Today the majority of the professors of
religion are walking hand in hand with the
world, partaking of the world's fashions,
pleasures, lightness, nonsense, lusts and
sins, yet taking upon their lips the precious
name of the spotless Son of God. These sinindulging professors rank high in church
and society. Truly outwardly they look like
whited sepulchres, but inwardly they are a
reeking mass of sores and rottenness. Out-
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wardly they appear clean, healed and right,
but they are slightly healed. Their foundations are sandy, their props are shattered.
Lord help us build upon the Rock of Ages.
—Selected.

limitations. But there can be no secrets
from one who has a permanent home with
,us. So with Christ in the heart. From "attic" to "basement" in the whole house of
life there must be no room that is closed to
Him. There may be rooms of the soul we
would not throw open to the world, but if
the Lord is to abide with us, the key even
to these must be placed in His hands. Only
so can we know the joy and peace and
strength of His abiding presence in the
heart.—Christian Observer.

If we would have Christ to dwell in our
hearts, there must be something more than
a "guest room" set aside for Him. He desires to dwell with us, to abide in us. The
transient guest is hedged about by certain
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